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^ The BUhliSTIN of the'•'Archaeological Society of' Central .
new York is published monthljr, except during July and August
in the Interest Qf ^'all;;phases' of archaeologiGal'and histor

ical ^ endeavor pertaining to central New York State*
meetings of' -bbe'A,: ■SeV;-'0/. yN*- ,Y, are ■eQnv.e.ne'd' at^' 8;db. P
the.second Thursday, of each month at - the Cayuga-
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APPENDIX TO THE SULLIVAN EXPEDITION^ 1779 '-

THE EXPEDITION ALONG THE VffiST SHORE^ OP CAYUGA LAKE

UNDER GOMIAND OP LIEUT. COL, HENRY DEARBORN

INTRODUCTION TO THE APPENDIX BY THE AUTHOR;

As suggested by W, Glenn Norris, Historian of Tompkins
County, it has been decided to add the Campaign of Lieut*

Col* Henry Dearborn, to the Campaign History, of Cayuga-,County,

Influencing.this to some degree is the fact that inten
sive study during recent years of the culture of the inhab

itants of Seneca County between Cayuga and Seneca Lake's
„them^a9^-=- .-

Gayugas rather than as Senecas, It has been generally assum

ed and believed that they were Senecas, At the time of'this

writing it has not been definitely determined* However, it

is considered of impor.tance to the Campaign History of

Cayuga County because of its archaeological importance, and

because so little is known by the public concerning it.

No record has been found that gives a survey of the
route of Col, Dearborn and it therefore becomes necessary
to depend entirely upon what.has been published. The mileage
quoted is accurate and correct, v/hich may remove the stigma
of following the line of least resistance.

The greater portion of the records are extracts, from the

History^of the Campaign as published by A,'Tiff any Norton of

Lima, Livingston County, N, Y,, in 1879,. one hundred years

after the campaign took place, .

Changes in the. route as shown by his map are made to com

ply with the distances travelled rather than following the

course of the Seneca River to the lake, which appears to the

writer to be unwarranted and Incorrect as per the Army
"^'"Journals-as written,"^ -w

APPENDIX TEXT

Lieut, Col* Henry Dearborn was of the Ihird New Hamp
shire regiment, according to the report of General Sullivan,

He was ordered to destroy all of the settlements that might'
be found in the region and to intercept anyQayugas who

might attempt to escape from Col, Butler*

There were four separate expeditions .from the main army

against as many different points in the enemy’s country.
Col, Gansevoort went against the lower Mohawk villages. Col,

Smith up the west side of Seneca Lake, Col, Butler along
the east side of Cayuga Lake,
the west side of Cayuga Lake,

and Lieut, Col, Dearborn up ,
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MA? exMbiting the Traveled Route by the Detachments
Of Sulllx^'an'3 Army on both sides of Cayuga Lakej, the lo

cation of the Indian Villages as they -existedj
trails? their camping places enroute, and modern places
for identlfl'oe.tion of location. ' - ' ‘

Scale of Map

i

norm •

1-5/8 inches—->10 miles.

Vor detail, see the text following
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These, orders were issued from'hd.adbuar.ters caap' near

Kans.dasaga<^ Colo'Bearborn • left'the. malrv at -rhe- foot of'.-.,
'Seneca Lake and proceeded' due-'east’on .'the' south side ■ .of the

S'eneca River, vvher.e . at-eight ..'milessdis'tanco he found in the

wo'ods several pathhes of cornj, s'quash,. watermelons, 'and C'U'- :

cumbers, and fifteen’horses, which‘-he'.could.-nb.t;'.take with',,

hlmo , (i/,aiat dj.-sppsi'fcion was made .of them has 'not 'been record- ;
e'd.Vc '.’This site .'is nearly directljr south .froim.the'place call- '■

ed Scawya.ce (I'^/at'erloo), the location of which.,1s designated-
-on the preceding;.map-by',.the.'letter A,^ 7 - ' - ;;

\

Pour miles- east-along the dotted iline" that' indicates the

route travelled,-, they came to'Bkanayate'nate ' ('Skannantenate s)
a village of -ten; houses, which stood/,.'at >-;B,'-,U:ab.putva..mile .north.';

.. of - .the. present village of .C-anog'a-, .About a-m'j.'le'. n'o-rh'h of this ij

which/■'was called by Dearborn-.71\lewtowr;.”., '(.r'ecen'b'i7^ ' es taSt^

Xlshed/lc consisting, of ..-nine, houses,, -T!b.ese were a.1'17d'3stroyed
6n=Sep'tc-7'21-6

DV

•

■ -- The de.scrlption, of; locatibhs and d.istan.ces. ti’avelled '

obviously indicates .that ’they ;dld.nQ:b,;.mar-ch' according, to/,:-.-
. the- line as ' shoyoi'.on-Mro Tlffany-»s -'for had-they .foliW-v'.'
ed .the course as-his map. indicates, the', site -designated .as -

• 'B would-.hot •have been mentiorred-first.*- - . ■
u',

This destruction took" p'iace ‘ while:''Bu:tl,er’s forcps-.were

... .destroying, Chpharo'-'and enroute-to'-thc--C.astie 'slte,so '' '

They Then'marched south dp, the -lake.f our ...miles,' des-troy-'''
ing on the wa.y a-large-h.puse' .,s-bandlng-. along at.'Ec Here' they / .
encamped for the. night while Butler • s forces ^-were encamped-one ‘ '
and two miles -.from' the Gastle ' on the east-side :of' the lake 0

0,n Septp 28. -t.hey .-proceeded five-miles -ahdf' came -to' the.,

ruins- of a town''whi'o.h-'a part of -the-'’almy had. burnt when it -

c cursewas- discovered 'by them while 'hhey were"missing’, their

__ along-S.eneca Lake and accidently.,fell in with dt at .P

^-r:..=jj^^=^.^^er'h'eybhd:;this’iaf]:arge-''freiaH5'fUdpW^md''^ c:®ce"^':
'houses wers-'found.i"-' •- >

.-. / The., cp.rn was'gathered b.and'burnt-in -the houses.:,

p-lace was .called S.3.vab-ya.--waRa • i'F and- G-,,-.one villag.e')
nearly -opposl'te the ■ .p'rpc.pn^ ■yrl'.l'la.ge'- .b-f' -Aurora^.,;

This

-.and .was-p

G-.,

Tv/o-miles f urtheri o.i:l" a Irit -wf'as ”-?-ound •■w-l'th-three/squaws
and a yo.unp;. Indian -who-,'w.as.-;',Gr,lppled,
were, made prlapna..rs

- and -the c

■,Two- of the squaws'- ■
cv/.-Dispoaition- of them» the other - ,squaw.,,

i lppld - i'sinpt. quoted In.the/Jpurnala' ' ■ '

Eight miles 'beyond.-here' the//
must have-.been cn 3ept, 2oTrl;, . ''
of the- mpu'fch. 6'f T-aughann,oc,k: .Creek

camped for
s,nd wore .but -a 'few' mi

'the night* ■ ?^ich
lorthC!

i'J D

O.

■ a- .
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The route from here along the shore of Cayuga Lake to

the head Is almost impassable and it is therefor© reason
able to assume that upon the discovery of this, they passed ■
up the hillside and crossed above the falls, keeping on high
ground for quite some distance,- which was also necessary in ■

order to avoid the many ravines that occur in the vicinity. ,

As the history states, “The next days march was' over a .

route' so horribly rough and bushy that it was difficult -to-

advance, gradually working down the hillside they reached
the head of the lake.and this morning the 24th after a march

of three miles on the high land small parties were sent out

to look for a large town that Dearborn had been informed
was not many miles from the end of the lake. It was discov

ered about two miles southwest of the lake.- It contained 25

houses and Dearliorn named it Cororognel".

It was situated on the wes.t side of the Cayuga Lake'In*-
let, which is contrary to the historical quotations as made •

by General Clark that it was upon the east side.of the point
where the bupylng ground existed. (See footnotes by Genefial

Clark in Tiffany's history, which reads; “General Clatek of'

Auburn, authority on such points, fixes the site of this

town as given in the text", , * -■

This tovm was extabllshed sometime between 1750 and 1766

and was inhabited by Tetelos and Delawares who .were subjects
of the Cayugas and governed by a Cayuga Chief.

At the Cayuga Castle at Great Gully in 1760, a council
'

v/as.held between the Cayuga Chiefs, the Moravian David Zels-'.

berger, and others in reference to the town being established
as a permanent settlement. ' ' , '

The village; although it is said that it took no part .

in the war- against the colonists, was completely destroyed,
together with the corn fields.

Dearborn was, as is quoted, ordered to- await the arrival
of Coir. ..Butler' at the head of the lake, 'but it appears that
he was Impatient and left guides.to inform Butler of his

departure. Dearborn went nearly directly v;est over the hills

to connect with 'bhe trail ■ by which they entered the country
at -Catherinestovn^ south of the head of Seneca Laker,-

On the mcrn.lng of the 24th, Butler's forces
the desti-U!

finished ■

i cn o.'i'!’ Chonodote, ■ and marched to camp at Salmon
Creek, leaving Chonodote at 10 o’clock* Thus it-is a question
as to which toi^n ivas the last destroyed in t.he region,. How

ever.,. as some of the destruction of Chonodote took place.on
the 23rda, it is likely that both towns were finished at

about the seme times
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■ y When Butler arr3.ved at the point where .Deabbo:m’s
guides were waiting, and he learned that Dearborn had gone

on, a consultation was, held and his. guides informed him of

a short ciit to Port Reed/ which -they took, and which the

army UTiaps-'indie at e.o ' . ' ' - ■

llius ended^ the destruction of'.the C.aytiga fowns, ai.id

.Mre Eo Re, Eastriikn ap.tly. entitles his story-, -'’The Destroyers'lo

EVENTS IN BRIEF' THAT LED UP TO-THE E'NLISTMSNT 'OP THE'

.- ■' INDIANS BY- -THE- BRITISH

As'the hostility- of the Iroquoj,s .to ■ the, struggling
,. j3olopls ts,^XTng-^:bhjl'iR.e-yoiutl.qnaj?y_War^,5(^er.e . Idrgely , duf,,^,bp,..

• the irifluehoe'which Sir •Wmo,riohnson''''a.nd his famlly .fiad over
the Indian tribes/ 'a brief historical sketch,is hereby quoted

of 'some of the prominent?loyalists-- - ,' “

- ,S‘ir-Vlfm, 'Johnson'..was .a. native of Ireland, , and came- to

'America In ,17;5'4« ' -It is said that .he left Ireland because, of.

'- a love affair, ' He was 3iie.de'-teagent of a'yast. estate in Mont

gomery County, which.was owned by his uncle. Sir Peter Warren,
an English'Adrairal, ■ , ■ . , .

He established, his home near .Port Jackson', and was very

successful in ma'king friends'with the settlers and the Indians^'.

He'v/on the confidence of the Indians to such an-extent that

he was. able to wield over, them a powerful Influencsc- He soon

acquired their language, ' and by studying .their .habits and

■ peculiarities, was .able to deal- with them on any .pccasiono

He often- donned the .Indian dress as a. comp.l.iment to

and at his mansion t^ey were- always welcome-, 'He, had

on the Mohay;k River two residences known, as Johnson .Hall and

Johnson Castle, the former being his suriimer residence,, En

joying as he did the favor, of the Indians, Sir Wllli.am was

just-the man the Engli.th:GbVe-r.nment heeded-dn-= the exigencies' v
of that periodo '

them.

The French

Canada, and as in the past
lish settlements in the

accomplished to quite
evidence of

La.wrence river regioiic
m ent and the r e :l' o v e
resist

t.b e

-Indian Agent, an.d -the iUmdn.e,r
tily .lavished -ohe k±ng-'s gifts upon i
powers were greatly advanced toward these of

that time;still maintained a .foot-hold in
.made strenuous efforts to estab-

countr^;- o.f .t.he .Iroquoisc Th.ls they
an extent in nortb.e.i-’n New York,,

which at' this j.ate date
the

Is obvlo3i,s- in t.'he Sts
.s recognized by Parlia-

was able to

Tni.s fact w;

there 'was need o.f one v/ho

the intr.%gulng diplomacy of the French.
Iroquois allegl-ance to t.he

Gi

and thus hold

Hav:ng'been made
of the King, Sir -Williami craf-

e Indiansj. and hla
- ....' a Baronette,-,

Crown
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ohe law': ?;ar against ttie P-i’onc.h;, he w^s inaae a

General of Liilitiaj, and having been chosen as a Chief hy the
Iroqiiois, he led them in the engagement of that final strug
gle« For this part, vra as an English speaking nation can

be ■’chankful;, for had. it failed, this countr:/" might .have
been a French speaking natiohe Sir William was'made a Bar

onet for his service in the■expedition against Crown Point,
and Parliament voted him five thousand pounds.s

VO

he was active in Indian affairs, negotia'cing many trea

ties 'between the Iroquois and Western tribes,. '

■•'■'.'■ The dark side of his life was shown in his'material
relations A comely Dutch maiden filled his heart, ; Taking
her to his abode, she lived with him as his acknowledged
wife for many years^. By her he had, three children; two

daughters and a son,--who- later-became Sir John Johnson>
One of the daughters married Col, David Claus, and the other

married Col.,- Guy Johnson, a nephew of Sir William-, When,

on her death bed. Sir William was married to this woman in

order to legitimatize his children.

Ha after-vvards took Molly Brant, a sister of the noted
cuiief, and lived ’with her for several years before he

married her. ' ,

•>

The dearh o"’ Sir William occurred on July 11th, 1774,
“ '

at the age of 59., Much has been written pertaining -to his

sudden death, and it is thought to have been suicide,' It

occurred at -'irhe commencement of the struggle-for independence.

Sir WilliaVii found .hrmself in a trying position^ Many of his

nelg.hbors bo wh:m he was’ deeply attached, had already joined ■
,the cause of the co lonlsts. He had led them to victory in

P'revious wars' and engioyed-their fullest, esteem and confidence.

Being under obligation to his King, while distressed by his
trying posl-bion^- it is recorded that he told a friend that he,'
would never live to.'see the colonists in a state of open War
with the arothe.r country* l/Vhlle the circumstances Indicate

suicide, it is rejected by historians,’ '

■Sir

73111am., 'and Col- Guy Johnson was made general superin
tendent o-f ' In'-h.pn. affairs. The Johnsons strongly suppor.ted

the King of England and their wealth and power
uso-d- against the colonists.

John Johns,on succeeded to the title and estate ,o.f
Sir

' the ceusp.cf

was freely

‘.Lner’-e were many 3.cotch tenants on their dcm.sJ..r], iwhom

they armed and with Colonel John Butler, his son Vial ter
Butlerand J-oseph Brant, the Mohawk Chief, they waged a

relentless war on t-he settlements of the colonists..
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■Sir- John Johnson'ppbcurred -a'®0mrals,3ion;, for’John Bu-tle:p-

'/ and his.hrcther-Vfelter-.j,- and they had'-ac pomp anfed him. oh-hi>s '

expedition against Crown-Point in'1:755.,
Sept,* ._8thf, ■W;alter Bntler viras - killed,,,
Waiter-.’-Butler ,of the re-^olutlon. ma.s. 'a son of John and.' a '

nephew-of the Walter Butler'killed at Crov/n Point*-

In the aotioh on

•bu t John,-, esc ap e d « ’.Th.e -’ ;

- - -?
h .

Joseph Brantj, whose Indian name was Thayendanogea,, was

very active . in _ the . war« '..He .-was a not-ed Mohawk Chie.fc .How

ever there seems, .to be no .record, o.f.,his-birth or'parentage«■
, Some claim him a' Mohawkj, born on, the,' Ohioo Col®^'Stone

' accep-ts' 'the. theory-/, while-Draper, assumes- that he wa's''a.^Gher-

;Okee«.-, He- was- a-protege .of Sir Wm-« -Johnson,, who. sent- him to

schoo,! .at-'i'ebaripn-, ,.-Q'ohn:j i After bhe war.,
’ upper '.'C.an'adai,.-,' Bra-ht. .is charged ?/ith ma.np. murderous atro
ci.t.leei,-.^,and-m^Xi&fe?=-'kiL§?>-.t-b-,a--54epb ee-n,*..„d.eH-i-9 do“-,-£,iiOT.e.trh-i’ 5=5=;ife=may'@
be -.iha’t he ' was /tlii an- 'ind/an arid.-'subject-, to; their 'method's.

Bi’ant ma;de',his home- :
rm

.. ..-Si-, •3fr * * ■5;' ■ -A< * ie it * .* -x- % -it * it it ■5fr * * ^ * it it-x-

. ANNU.tti SOCIETY EXBI3IT AT liHSEUM

As-..'has be-en--,-'0'ur cu3,toiip. since ,'the .organisation, of' the

:A,.- .So;': -' Ns -. Yo-> ah annual e.7<hibit ' of Indian arblf adt's v;lll
be.:.held during Aijr-il and May at Cayuga M'as'eum of-Hik'tdry and
A:ft.-,inpAdburri^’ N4 :--Y» ,

An added-feature this year, .wili. be an ■arran'geme,nt,,of-
,. ..-Gompasative--/aia-^'amy'. including .several types.-of '.human s-loalls
and the skulls oi- sevehal..,m:ainmaii'j "which have'been acq''..tlred in -'
recen'l:'months, . This dl,splay.-will- be' arranged, by H.s
vvhos.e'articl-©e-'on"-Anatomy we..'have e'

'I'

Lee Davie

njoyed in .recent' Bi.il-1 etins,
r

4 -

A.small e.'K±L:ibit of. P.al.eontoXo.gy-is being, arranged'by
. Ken*,, Wrl.ght displaying several fossils Including a'Mammoth

tQO,th,.,..:-B.e:-7eraY:--lahge'.sh.ark-.teeth as., well -as. other '.specimens
'Oil this--.fc/yT^e-nf'-'raateris-l - - ■!

. n'--,i ■■■; i'lb: is*! -tir g-'ed^St-iia't ■■"-a-s'" mbhy. mem'ber
in ..making o'ur- ekhibib, th'ls ■ yea.7.p' ,

■; Pr.ofo .../alter K,!! Lohg, director qf'Bayuga Huseuin
''"ight;;. ,cha.lrnl;an-'-'of 'Div:ision- of'iinthropca o/y

..S'euri'..or ^any, of>^tlib^,Spciety/pffleers d. ■ : ,

.'it; it it it

.participate'.as- pob-o

a success*.- .-Please .'.c.bntact
I ...Nerineth N* •
b'f. the. 'Mu- '

O-'
y

I i -'

E\

if: it -t itt it i £\ «»
Jaf -X- -5^: -Sr•3'sr S- « * -t -J!- it. it .;

i-'X

&
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AN ARG-HAIG SITE AT SENECA YACHT GLEB

EAST SHORE OP SENECA LAKE

oy

Floyd Johnston
■ Geneva,, New York

In the summer of. 1935 workman who were r'emovihg’'the top
soil on .the east shore..of Seneca Lake just south-of the Sen-*

eca Yacht Glub,, dug up' some fragments of bone and' stone' Im-''

^ plements of Indian culture. I "had- the' good fortune-to'find'
out about it- and started a little excavation with my.'brother-
in-law^ Miorry Guilfoose. - We- succeeded' in dlgglng' h lot-of

net sinkers^ a few stone beads, arrow points^ half of .■which

were broken, bone siwls and many fragments of .bone. V/e also

recovered quite a few-crude stone Implements,-hammer.stones,
-three or, four stone adzes, teeth of .animals and 'b-ther linkhovm

, -ob jects. .. .Roy .Roach- and .Bill -AVarder, '-Sr also'found a-quan
tity of the same oh jects. as well as two fine pes tels - and -"

some ■ mortars. ■ ' - . A

. f

The Rochester Museum of Arts and"Science was 'sqo'n noti

fied .and archaeologists under the direction of Dr. Wm.' A. ■ •

Ritchie - started excavation# They found the same cla-s's- of-

articles that we had previously - discovered. Dr, Ritchie''said
that ,lt liras his bel'lef- that this' particular site wa's used as'

a rubbish heap by the 'Indians and' tha tri--the village ■ site Was

'.east of the dump heap, but -the road .w'hlch runs through there
now- had destroyed it# ' "'i . . ' ' ■ ■

- The relics uncovered-belonged to the’ Archaic-Algonklan
period .which-existed long years before the Iroquois-Confeder
acy and'represents the oldest definite occupation ye't dls- '

covered in-New York State-. It is the -second larges-t- village
site of- that culture .reported .and excavated-in this Sta-te’,!'■
the larg’Qs-t being at Lake Lamo'ka. ’,' ■

-Dr Ritchie and his party found unmistakable'evidence-■
that' the •Indj.ans- were cannibals* He based his-.'opinion'o'n‘th'.e
human-bones that-were found ?irhich' were' cracked and-broken to

-■extract the, m'a.rrow.o ’ ' - ' -' ■

The archaeologists unearthed two-.skeletons ,■ of •'which one

bore; .a gorg.et,‘or-breast ornament, but it was' broken'o-'; It, ■

was tDr a Ritchie Rs belief'-that the burial-was* of "a later-date,'
probably of the second Algonklan period. , ‘ ‘ ' '

' '

: ' ■ The- Roche.ater .Museum-' party. were excavating for"'abbut two
week.s.; a.fter:,t''

eral ■i;lmos together
a CO

5 .wore-gone, Murry and I' again du.g there, sev-
' with George Gl'arkj Betwehn us, We.'had

umuiated .a .considerable collect ion "and as I was most inter-

'. - ■ e.sted in making a collection'of this type bf material,"Murry '
sold what artifacts he had recovered-'to ■ me and, I obtained : " '
other pieces from .-Roy Rp-aeh and I' how have n ratherc'ni'c’.e : c,ol-,.

, .-sipp'..tion from 'fhe Yacht Glub Si.te. . The' articled 'are'f or'■thej'
most part, rather; crudely made but 'I'priee them highly
■count of the early culture which they represent* '

on ac-
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^ ^ HAIL^; KEKDAI^ '

./!• ■ "by . •

Anita Wesaelmarul

Geneva, ■, New-^ York

The. last Sunday dn May^ 1949
plore Kendai.a on .Sampson’s .grpupds»

Y- h.ad’.beeh. o'b.talned .months .-in-: advance fro.Tn the Dean, of Samp-^

■ s.on ’ Golle'ge.s . The 'party was made up of-President Newton . ' -

Farwell,--Honorary..president Harrison C,.- Pollett,- Harry. Scheff

' and' daughter. Helen, .-.Mr «,. -and Idre.» . Charles Wray,; and ^
■■■ ■ Weseelmann ..And daughter .--Janineo , - ■

■ ‘.-We went-;.di'rect.ly to .the. .geheral .locality of the'state

...markei*' "Kendala“« ...No timelwas was ted .getting out;of_the cars

. -- ’wi'th.^sh..o.yje_isl_and,i,o,then.-tao-ls^f o:r~-digging;s Hapr.y,.^SchQff..phad.^.a
pi'ade lh;,mind ,and^ started ;Worklng' ,In .a sm^^l.-part of' the'•

field whi'C.h, was'pitted with- unethically refilled- test-holes*

It was 'more 'like' a modern battlefields Obviously:^, vie- all '

s.tarted .digging where •■the holes weren^ta There wasn’t much

'choice to- choose from-.so.; s.ome . of th.e-..digging was. done very

■ close -to'-trees«'. .After.'.mu-oh .hard chopping, of roots^.. Harry ,- -

foundone "'grave which.. y.ieldedpoorly-.N. ■ The grave contained---

some brass- sp.angles Yrom a ..necklace :of periwlnkel. shells* 'It

'■■ •was the grave bf:.a, tall Indtan.5 I-shall never .iforget him-,
'■He-':was-the. .first' I,'ha.d..e'ver .-oeen .in .that -s.t.ate., I.helped .
ahov'el. dirt ’back-- - rev

. .Three graves In, t'.be- same vicinity., presumably of'the pre- ■

contact period^.: yip.lded aoffipa.rhti?r,e.ly ittfcio and the- morning

was ov'erts '.'tsto' stopped .for, a picnic-lunGh. when-■ife’Ss Sarwell and

■ son, Davidt and .K?,SV* . Seho.ff--Joined' 't.he' grokp^y- ■ ’ ,

was. the date set to ex~

■Preliminary permission

. The'afternod'n program included, .a.-little of everything*
In-fact; it was an11 clInactleal. Inasmuch as we 'Were shov^ored

from above by pouring rain; 'hall, more rain, and more .hail^,

We ‘ changed Ipcations j.j «©and. in doing -.so„ made'.-the. trip excit

ing-and-wdrthwhilec'-"'Harry.'had .dug the spot before so- he chose

a"'new area near'the ravine'.and the., rest of ,us, star.ted.t.e'st-'.,---

holingo "■ Charlie'Whay was meeting v/ith success, for he found a

gr.ave, as did Harry, .who produced a blue .glass trade ring in
father good .Gcndl,fclon^<sr®:.and. ohe;..of his: Teather gloves v/hich ' •

h.e.i had. lost at the spot several years before on. a previous

digging expedition® , ■ . A ■

At this point;...the situation looked somethl3?i^,,,JJJr..9-'thi s :

■B.elng a rank ■amateur
.di.Hn’t know where to put my weak, ■.
short,' shovel,- .but I started ■ '
dreaming Indians „ ,,00 and I '.
wondered about how they might
want o bury, someone® . Might , ' .
not'a pattern of .graves run in .
this order I' - ' u, - r -. ■- - ~ .

■ I ; ■
>

. by
b

3:'

.Ci ■
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Since the graye.s were all parallel”'"to’.the .raviiie , .roughly
two rows deepj,' why not-have a grave as a cornerstone, to

others going horizontally to the rayine«i>c, j.sort of an outer,

guard to the inner graves^ I atarted action (until the

shovel hit dirt) in the' spot most' likely - to be . the-foot of'

the grave next to. the imaginary cornerstone t, . -Af'ter: a-f ew
. shovelfuils,.
interesting*

the dirt looked to be organic.-!* aor, suspiciously
l/Vith the. voice of a lowly amateur, I- asked, the

other archaeologists if I might have something,j .pleasei huh?

Harry, came over, looked, dug., and said itllppkedL good*.'
Also said- I could have the first, thing fpund, -6’ah%ou re^npik”'

ber'your. feeling about .your first, Indian artifact-possession?
The first, article to come up was a blackened brass pot in •

.almost perfect condition,.containing.an animal shaped comb

of wood with bead work on top, some spangles with horsehair
attached, which may have been a pouch,' food, and traces--of, ,'

- vermillipni, .-Harry also-.founds a. tomahawk withi-n-.this gr.ave^.-,

^ Sometime between hail, and ■ rain... (we -ran down the wooded

rayine for shelter twice) Charley .Wray, found* the. grave which '
was the 'piece de. resistance of the ..day!,, ! It was .that of a ;

woman,, arid contalped a .fairly good .brass pot and" much bead, h ;
work on what was deduced to have been a'skirt and'.nip c ass ins,

fhe design fairly leaped up- at us in . its dearness, .■-The '.
bottom of the skirt seemed to be .done in a bird, motif.. ■

was also !a necklace of various kinds of small green,-, black' '

blue, and white glass beads,, and wampum, pink-purple and.les-

ser white -i--' ' - . ^

It was over this encouraging grave that we ali ended,
.stems tilted Hellward, sterns Hairward, sifting out. the fine

beads, a goodly supply of which Charley graciously...let us have-

^ As wa were leaving the .grounds, a petroling police car tc;

stopped us and asked what oUr busiriess waSf> . S.$nce, v/e stlH'i-

have our beads, pots.p and a desire to revisit, everything
turned out satisfactorily, ‘ ■.

* ih -if- * * a ■?;- -a * * -n- * * * % * * * * * ■«- * -JS- fK-

■ ■■ - -the march meeting " ... ... - . - '

.The 'March meeting was-held'at .the Cayuga Museim on the'

9th Of the month,.! The ■ w.e.ather on that particular night'Was ‘
probably as bad as any this winter; however, ten me.mbers
attended including .Pres*' Parwell and'Mr-*
of Genevaj

’ . The ;
v;as.,po3 tponed due
Jim -will be with'

Tne eve.nur.g wa.s spent on plans for the annual banquet to

be held April 27th and in getting out the March Bulletin*

& Mr si T/i/'esselmann

prograjn on rhich. .Jirac. ' Stowell. of Elmira-'-wa's to' speak
to a severe , cold , on; the; part of the speaker',

n-j at ■ .a -laterr'da-te' whi.ch-will-'be ■ahnounoed!' - '
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RECENT EXCAVATIONS IN WEST GENTRAL .NEW. YOxRK

, ' Harrison 0., Poil-.ett

It has oocured to the writer that a narrative pertain
ing to the actl^^ities I'in" the western-part’of central New YorB:

might-be of interest to membei’s of the 'Society who inhabit

that regions , ’ ^ • ■ ■

It h.as been about forty years since the writer was ao-'

tlve in- the field'of archaeology-ln’thiA section which'is' ;

. the territory kncm historical.ly' as that of the Senecas, '

. It -has been a-source of great pleasure to the vrriter -to

have‘had the.'opportunity. during the fall ‘of 1948 to have

vlsited-'a great many of the Indian village/sites
' -re'gion' -thr6ugh”the''nbui-'tesy ■'of^Mr V'-'H-ari^’'

Donald O^reron who by obse.rving the mothoi; and
3 the writer to

gradt praise * ■ -Ihe ^
the ■ renumer’ationi 'h.ehd;S

so-'caD.T'ed profess-iorial' ■
e:xc-avated only the- heart of a' site? • that-' Is^ to

s productixre of artifactei-- Tine ' , --
is 'quite 'obvious for It often hUppanA' ■ '

b- is sent forth to excavaifce- is'-"fin“' '■

„ the
cHoff"v ”MrA” "Chari es

or

■w

Wray and Mr*
system of research conducted by them prompt
cite their ■■'operations/as being worthy of

. thorough■ exca-'/ationj.. regardless of
to class- them far above- the average
who generally
say, that portion which 1

reason^ of course’;^
that' an expedition whicl

^ced-by insufficient Yunds to completely excavato a’;3.it'e,
or perhaps is 'better' e.xplainedr by staving that' a ' specif led'
amount of' funds are appropriated and., when, as a rule

exha-us ted,■' exc.a.v.atl Cn.' p eases it' is seldom that a' re turn ' to

the-site , is--madel? , ThU's th’e hea.d of' the e,xpe'ditioh is- forced ' '

to render'his-deductlohs' by. what has been reccvered.-'-in a-'--"'' ■
limited time and "as it"often ha

it is.f-

the- territory left'"'
had it have b'eep ■re'''' ■

p-on.s 5

unexp.rored conta£n.a information'" that,
covered, the' deducti'ohs'dade would be' different.;

pecific case'known is "that of a prehistoric site'in""'
■ Ontario Oourity -where, years, ago, a person 'was sent out. on -an

.expedition from;a ;westerh-pity to excavatey ; Tlie 'biylar't.ite .
was' bpene-d and after s'evera'l gi'’aY'e's''had been "elx

' accompahlments found .with -the decea-sed,
defini.tely de'clai’P.d-that' the h'dlture :'
not place'acconyr^aniitents^ with’;their'dead*

A s

yated:and'rib;'
was s.bandcrie''i 'and' ' - '

in prehistoric time'-did '

n’ o

At'a very recent time
kno?/ing ' 'of' fhe
Ing ”011 an ave'r

'' ge.n 11 emeh ab ove ' men ti'ohe d,
deolsiph- :made and 'i3a ' face'' of the ' grav'd

page of ■'■three feet deep in t
"be- '

onaciorjs 'red'cl'ay'j. -
excavated several^ of the. untouched portions of the ccme'tary
and the-y to.c dug many graves before - they
some of .the most unique, pipes yet found in'the

R

were rewarded wlqh
' r,e;g;i6nt.''' '
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Thsse pipesj, together'with other- articles ..the s
- - have resulted in -changing the-.deductrJ.ons

oiogist ; Oh; the -curture of the'pccupant.
Senecas to the 0a3niga3c» ■ :•

re

. of au-'-effilhOnt. arch'a
'hrcm that o

a-

the

■So,, throughout,-the.'territory,}-their excav-a
: prop-er care .of artifacts has .rendered sufficient irifarrna--'

tion’for the wri^ter-'to prepaz^e.■..a- .large-vo.luirle .of-'manuscript
of.-the,; .region, and’-a''tentative migration'map ofi the .Iropuois -
region-■f.roia ■ the-;..Qe he see. River oh the west' to • Owasco La-he on
the e'ast

records 'ions

■- '

'Ah' example' of■-whit ma'y re.sul.t in
ation^ sorrie ■ tlnie.,In the future is the advanced, theory o'f '.Mro
Harry 5ohoff that stho early Seneca of tiro ' region di'd hot' '

posses-s the-art of na.tlv.e.-e-lay pipe' construction; this liypo.th^ '
, as - j-t -ma-y.-.O'er termed., results from the ooinplete''.excava-
tloh on ,ah .■ancient:, pure Seneok site of vory-Slight European
contact' on -Traich Xn' bver three-hundred gra.ves disinterred'-' -':

mapyj of - which contained, .pottery-'and o,the'f- articles, 'not ■ a ' '
single pipe ' or - fragjiieht thereof was - foundl The.;,refuse; and'' ■ '
surf ace,,-of!. the slte.'khs .failed likewise to.-prOdu.ce-'any How-

,.r,eviden.ce made by photography and ca.reful ;,:&x,CiaTa’tlon -i , i
prpduced evidence, of , v/oocen,.'-pipes r --.stone .pip'es. m.add' by. gougi4
Irig a hole in ..pebbles'' occur "in considerable - quan-bity'i I'-.^

more definite! deternln"

ever

’ • ••

'. Upon :a ne-lghb©ring site- of about ‘the 'S.ai.ae.'period habit- .
tatio'n the result.hh' the same- and upon successive sites upi •

,^^to thOperiod of: Huron contact'ho clay pipes' appear! 'Bu.t'ih

contact ,,pe,r-lod pipes occur that are -so identical
’

’Ahudubhose; from Huiw.-sites, of-Canada that they cannot ,"be '

distirigu-ished apartei' Evidence -that quite concluslvsiy„-indl-

caoes that 'HW.rcn tgught '-the-.ra the art -is'.abundant.' but-"Is'

oma i,ted from.t-his article, for various---reas.pn.s a,t''this''time, '.

"■ _^Health and royivai of youthfull days permitting, lb is-

hopea in^-the 3prliig;.;,t,o "c:c-"htlnue the field trips that are
j.n--erss ting beyonu the ability of the v/rlter to describe„ ■

hgradul.ations- .boys,
common da bie.T . - ’ ■

■JL

you-are pursuing'a cours'e that Is '
lnde'.ed'
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The Ab Sb C, N« Yo welcomes Mr. Paul

■ Higtrnham of Aurora^ N. Y to society meiiibershlpo
Mr, Parnham is well known in this region for
his activities as secretary of the Auburn, '
Chamber of Commerce and secretary of the Finger

■ Lakes Association; he succeeded the- late Harry
.Rc'Melone in the Finger Lakes Association,

* -A- * -sc- ■» % -it * -»■ -k- * -k- -x- a- * -st * ■‘a- * ■» %

THE COVER THIS MONTH-

Crucifix from the Maynard A.' C:^amer col-. I-
■o'%;lec-taon-“now“'On'exhibit att)ayuga IviusOum of -

History and.Art in Auburn, N, Y»

/C ' Ciorpus from Crucifix found by Kenneth Ho 'E,
Vly/V - .Wright in the refuse af St, Joseph’s Mission

Site of 1656-1683 at Mapleton, N, Y, As far as

l4^

(1> can be determined, this is the first'Crucifix
ever, recovered from that'famous site,

are three others of this type known; two from
Scipioville site of 1725 in the csollection

of the owner of the site, Mr, Russell Padding
ton and one in the Haberlle collection at the '
Onondaga Historical Association in Syracuse, ,H;*Y,

3, . Crucifix found by James L, Ward of CayugA)'
N. Y, on the surface at Scipioville site and' ‘ '
-now on exhibit at, the Cayuga Museum,. ' ■ ■ ’

■»;- -s:- * -li- -;c- -jj- ^/c -5;- -is- -sc- it it it it it it it it it * it

JUNIOR MEMBER EXHIBITS ;

Jason Dobbs, eleven year old son of, Sporge
. P', Dobba,.: participated in the' recent hobhy show
at S@ward School in Auburn where he attends'.
He exhibited his Indian relic collection, most
of which he has acquired through his own efforts
when he has accompanied his father on several
field trips-

It is imagined that George augmented JaaonA^ display
several articles from his personal collection.

There ' '

with

Incidenta3,ly, George recently exhibited some of his
collection-at the First Methodist Boy Scout me etinog promo tine;
considerable interest among the boys*


